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What appealed to m e was m aking things with m y own hands, 

getting dirty, raw and m essy.

? Dan Friedm an
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Superhouse presents its first exhib it ion a t Independent with a  focused 

insta lla t ion of eight works by Dan Friedm an, a ll p roduced in 1985? a 

p ivota l year in which his a rt ist ic  language reached a  new level of c la rity 

and intensity. These w orks a re am ong the m ost  am bit ious and  fu lly  

rea lized  of Fr iedm an?s career.

Bring ing  together these ra re works is the result of severa l years of 

research and c lose collabora tion with the art ist?s esta te, as well as 

Friedm an?s friends and contem poraries. The presenta tion centers on a  

m om ent when Friedm an m oved fluid ly between design, a rt, and 

insta lla t ion, develop ing  a  visua l language deep ly em bedded in the 

cultura l energy of downtown New York. 

Em erg ing  from  a  genera tion shaped by the postwar p rom ise of stab ility 

and dom estic  order, Friedm an?s assem blages assert a  d ifferent kind  of 

language? fragm ented, im provisa tiona l, and open. Constructed  from  

found m ateria ls, bold  color, and unexpected  juxtaposit ions, the works 

reflect the cond it ions of 1980s New York: m ed ia- sa tura ted , chaotic , and 

cultura lly p lura l. 
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Dan Friedm an a t his FUN Gallery show opening  with The Zen of Golf, May 1985. 

Photo: Tseng Kwong Chi  © Muna Tseng Dance Projects, Inc.
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My disaffection [with graphic design] 

reached a  peak in 1982 when I chose to step 

off a  fast track? and exhibit m y art with 

graffiti artists a t FUN Gallery on the Lower 

East Side.



Friedm an?s art ist ic  career was cut short by AIDS- rela ted  illness, leaving  

this body of work both finite and underexam ined. While his 

contributions to g raphic design have long been recognized, his para llel 

engagem ent with the East Village art scene has rem ained 

com para tively overlooked. 

Today, as institut ions and collectors reassess cross- d isc ip linary 

p ractices of the la te twentieth century, Friedm an?s work has taken on 

renewed relevance. Recent acquisit ions by The Met and LACMA, 

a longside growing  institut iona l a ttention, underscore this shift, 

posit ioning  his work within a  b roader a rt historica l context. 

This p resenta tion offers a  ra re opportunity to encounter a  t ightly held  

g roup of works from  a  defining  m om ent in Friedm an?s career.
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Keith Haring  and Patt i Astor a t Dan Friedm an's FUN Gallery show opening  May 1985. 

Photo: Tseng Kwong Chi  © Muna Tseng Dance Projects, Inc.
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Dan Friedm an 

A Fallen Sky in a  Regal Landscape, 1985 

Plywood, a lum inum , pa int, found ob jects, ra ffia , ultraviolet light 

36 H x 51.5 x 12 in (91 x 131 x 30 cm )  

Unique 

100,000 USD
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A Fallen Sky in a  Regal Landscape deta il
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A Fallen Sky in a  Regal Landscape deta il
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Dan Friedm an 

Untit led , 1985 

Med ium - density fiberboard  (MDF) , 

a lum inum , pa int, p lastic , beads, ra ffia , 

found ob jects, lighting  parts 

48 H x 48 x 8 in (121.9 x 121.9 x 20.32 cm )  

Unique

85,000 USD
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Untit led  deta il
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Dan Friedm an  

Untit led , 1985 

Med ium - density fiberboard  (MDF) , p lexig lass, ra ffia , pa int, tape, found ob jects 

49.5 H x 35.5 x 12 in (125.7 x 90.2 x 30.5 cm )  

Unique; Signed and da ted

65,000 USD
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Untit led  deta il
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Jeffrey Deitch and Brion Gysin a t Dan Friedm an's FUN Gallery show opening  with Untit led .

Photo: Tseng Kwong Chi  © Muna Tseng Dance Projects, Inc.
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Dan Friedm an 

Untit led , 1985 

Plywood, m ed ium - density fiberboard  (MDF) , a lum inum , pa int, found ob jects, ra ffia , lighting  parts 

66 H x 48 x 11 in (167.6 x 121.9 x 27.9 cm )

Unique

Priva te Collection
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Untit led  deta il
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Untit led  deta il
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Dan Friedm an 

Untit led , 1985 

Plastic  lam inate, p lywood, ra ffia , lighting  parts 

64 H x 48 x 4 in (162.6 x 121.9 x 10.2 cm )  

Unique 

45,000 USD
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Untit led  deta il
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Dan Friedm an

Underwater TV, 1985 

Plywood, pa int, tape, TV fram e, p lastic  g rass skirt, found ob jects 

50 H x 28 x 11 in (127 x 71.1 x 27.9 cm )  

Unique; Signed and da ted

Contact for wa it list
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Underwater TV deta il
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Dan Friedm an insta lling  Underwater TV a t FUN Gallery, May 1985. 

Photo: Tseng Kwong Chi  © Muna Tseng Dance Projects, Inc.



Dan Friedm an 

Birthday Fetish, 1985 

Med ium - density fiberboard  (MDF) , pa int, 

ra ffia , wooden beads, string , m otor 

71.5 H x 14.25 x 0.5 in (181.6 x 36.2 x 1.3 cm )  

Unique; Signed and da ted  

45,000 USD
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Birthday Fetish deta il



Ava ilab le works and pric ing  upon request 

Please contact to receive the current checklist or join the wa it list
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Dan Friedm an
( 1945- 1995)

Dan Friedm an was an Am erican art ist, educator, and graphic designer whose work 

expanded the boundaries between graphic design, a rt, and furniture. Born in 

suburban Ohio, Friedm an received a  BFA from  the Carneg ie Institute of Technology 

(now Carneg ie Mellon University)  in Pittsburgh and continued his stud ies a t the 

Hochschule für Gesta ltung Ulm  in Germ any and the Allgem eine Gewerbeschule 

Basel in Switzerland. 

Friedm an began his career as a  g raphic designer, hold ing  posit ions a t Anspach 

Grossm an Portuga l Inc. and the interna tiona l design firm  Pentagram . He la ter taught 

a t Ya le University?s Graduate School of Art and Graduate School of Architecture, as 

well as a t the Sta te University of New York a t Purchase. 

In the early 1980s Friedm an shifted  away from  corpora te design and academ ia  to 

focus on an interd isc ip linary a rt p ractice tha t com bined sculp ture, furniture, 

assem blage, and graphic language. His genre- defying  works were exhib ited  a t 

influentia l New York ga lleries inc lud ing  Tony Shafrazi Ga llery, FUN Gallery, Art et 

Industrie, and Red Stud io, as well as in Paris a t Ga lerie Néotu and Ga lerie Kreo. 

Shortly before his death from  AIDS- rela ted  com plica tions in 1995, Friedm an 

pub lished Dan Friedm an: Radical Modernism  (1994) , a  m anifesto- like reflection on 

his philosophy and work fea turing  contributions by Jeffrey Deitch and Alessandro 

Mend ini. 

In 2023, The Art Institute of Chicago organized the first m a jor m useum  retrospective 

ded ica ted  to the art ist, Dan Friedm an: Stay Radical. Friedm an?s work is held  in 

p rom inent pub lic  collections inc lud ing  The Art Institute of Chicago, Cooper Hewitt, 

Sm ithsonian Design Museum , Gewerbem useum  Basel, Los Angeles County Museum  

of Art, The Metropolitan Museum  of Art, Montrea l Museum  of Fine Arts, Museum  of 

Modern Art, and San Francisco Museum  of Modern Art.
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Superhouse is a  New York?based ga llery cham pioning  contem porary design and m ateria lly d riven art. Founded and d irected  by Stephen Markos, the ga llery 

p resents a  dynam ic p rogram  of historica l red iscoveries and new works by visionary a rt ists and designers. Known for its rigorous cura toria l approach, Superhouse 

advances the g loba l d iscourse of a rt, design, and fine cra ft? often foreground ing  voices and m ovem ents tha t have been historica lly underrecognized. The ga llery 

works across d isc ip lines, fostering  crit ica l conversa tions between furniture, fiber, ceram ics, m eta lwork, and sculp ture. A core p illa r of the program  is the reviva l of 

la te- 20th- century Am erican art furniture, inc lud ing  landm ark works tha t have been unseen for decades. Through research, exhib it ion- m aking , and advocacy, 

Superhouse posit ions this rad ica l era  as a  p ivota l chapter in contem porary cultura l history. Superhouse collabora tes c losely with a rt ists, esta tes, and archives to 

p resent red iscoveries, p rim ary- source m ateria l, and am bit ious new com m issions. Its roster inc ludes lead ing  and em erg ing  m akers from  Africa , the Am ericas, and 

Europe, b ring ing  g loba l perspectives to the evolving  landscape of rad ica l m aking  today.

Superhouse
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