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SO CO  G a l l e r y  i s  p l e a s e d  t o  p r e s e n t  a  s o l o 
b o o t h  o f  o i l  p a i n t i n g s  by  a r t i s t  M a t t  K l e b e r g 
a t  I n d e p e n d e n t  2026  i n  b o o t h  501.  L o c a t e d  a t 
P i e r  36  i n  N e w  Yo r k ,  N Y,  t h e  f a i r  w i l l  r u n  f r o m 
M ay  14  -  17,  2026 .  T h i s  w i l l  b e  t h e  a r t i s t ’s  f i r s t 
p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  I n d e p e n d e n t  a n d  t h e  g a l l e r y ’s 
d e b u t  a t  t h e  f a i r.

K l e b e r g  i s  a  S a n  A n t o n i o – b a s e d  a r t i s t  w h o s e 
p r a c t i c e  e n g a g e s  f o r m a l  a b s t r a c t i o n  t h r o u g h 
t h e  l e n s  o f  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  a n d  o r n a m e n t a l  m o t i f s . 
W hi l e  h i s  l a r g e - s c a l e  c o m p o s i t i o n s  i n i t i a l l y 
r e g i s t e r  a s  b o l d  g e o m e t r i c  c o n f i g u r a t i o n s , 
c l o s e r  ex a mi n a t i o n  r e ve a l s  a  c o m p l ex  s p a t i a l 
e f f e c t  a c h i e ve d  t h r o u g h  l aye r e d  c o l o r  a n d  f o r m . 
U t i l i z i n g  o i l s t i c k  o n  c a nv a s ,  K l e b e r g  c o n s t r u c t s 
p i c t o r i a l  s p a c e s  t h a t  e vo ke  d e p t h  a n d  m ove m e n t 
w h i l e  r e m a i n i n g  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  i n a c c e s s i b l e  — 
s i m ul t a n e o u s l y  i nv i t i n g  a n d  w i t h h o l d i n g . 

Fo r m a l l y,  t h e  p a i n t i n g s  b o r r ow  f r o m  a r c h i t e c t u r e, 
t ex t i l e s ,  s a c r e d  o b j e c t s ,  t h e  S i e n e s e  s c h o o l ,  a n d 
“s o u r c e s  b o t h  h i g h  a n d  l ow b r ow,  f r o m  l a t e 

m e di e v a l /e a r l y  Re n a i s s a n c e  a l t a r p i e c e s  t o  e a r l y -
t we n t i e t h - c e n t u r y  ‘ t r a m p  a r t ’  wo o d  c a r v i n g s ” 
( A r t f o r um ,  2025) .  T h o u g h  s t r u c t u r e d,  t h e i r  e m p t y 
n i c h e s  a n d  d i s t o r t i o n s  c a l l  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  t h e s e 
s t r u c t u r e s  i n t o  q u e s t i o n . 

K l e b e r g ’s  I n d e p e n d e n t  p r e s e n t a t i o n  l e a n s 
i n t o  t h e  o r n a m e n t a l  a s p e c t  o f  h i s  wo r k .  H i s 
c o n c e n t r i c  f r a mi n g  n o d s  t o  A lb e r s ,  w h i l e  t h e 
c e n t e r  o f  h i s  c o m p o s i t i o n s  i n t r o du c e s  a n 
e l e m e n t  o f  i l l u s i o n i s t i c  s p a c e,  m a k i n g  t h e m 
e s s e n t i a l l y  v a c a n t  f r a m e s  a n d  w i n d ow s .  T h e 
s h a p e d  c a nv a s e s  e m p h a s i ze  t h e  p a i n t i n g  a s  a 
p hy s i c a l  o b j e c t ,  w h i c h  t a ke s  p r e c e d e n c e  ove r 
t h e  c e n t r a l  c o m p o s i t i o n ,  c r e a t i n g  a  t e n s i o n 
b e t we e n  o b j e c t h o o d  a n d  i m a g e r y  t h a t  e n e r g i ze s 
t h e  e m p t y  c e n t e r s .  T h e  p a i n t i n g ’s  t i t l e s  m a ke 
r e f e r e n c e s  t o  d e p a r t u r e  –  Fr a m e  (L o ng  G o n e) , 
Fr a m e  (G o n zo) ,  Fr a m e  (S e e  Ya)  –  p o i n t i n g  t o  a 
s ub j e c t  w h o  h a s  ju s t  s l i p p e d  o u t  o f  v i e w,  o r  w h o 
m ay  n e ve r  h ave  b e e n  t h e r e  a t  a l l .  T h i s  e m p t i n e s s 
a l s o  r e s o n a t e s  w i t h  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c o n t ex t s  o f 
l o s s  a n d  d i s a p p e a r a n c e  i n  s o c i a l  c o n f l i c t .
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I n  t h e  p hy s i c a l  b o o t h ,  t h e  wo r k s  w i l l  b e 
e n g ul f e d  by  f r a m e s  p a i n t e d  d i r e c t l y  o n  t h e  w a l l 
by  t h e  a r t i s t ,  p u s h i n g  t h e  b o u n d a r y  b e t we e n 
a r c h i t e c t u r e  a n d  s p a c e  e ve n  f u r t h e r.  T h e  wo r k 
w i l l  a l s o  b e  i n s t a l l e d  i n  p e r f e c t  s y m m e t r y, 
dr aw i n g  t h e  v i e we r  i n  t o  b e  s u r r o u n d e d  by  a n 
i m m e r s i ve  s p a t i a l  ex p e r i e n c e  o f  b a r r i e r  a n d 
e n t r y,  e c h o i n g  t h e  n ave  a n d  a l t a r  o f  a  c a t h e dr a l 
o r  a  t h e a t r i c a l  s e t . 

T h r o u g h  t h i s  i n t e r p l ay  o f  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  vo i d , 
K l e b e r g  r e p o s i t i o n s  t h e  f r a m e  a s  b o t h  s ub j e c t 
a n d  d e v i c e .  T h e  r e s u l t i n g  wo r k s  c h a l l e n g e 
c o nve n t i o n a l  ex p e c t a t i o n s  o f  p i c t o r i a l  s p a c e, 
p r o p o s i n g  i n s t e a d  a  c h a r g e d  f i e l d  i n  w h i c h 
a b s e n c e  o p e r a t e s  a s  a  p r i m a r y  m a t e r i a l .



ABOUT  THE  ARTIST

M a t t  K l e b e r g  (b .198 5,  K i n g s v i l l e  T X )  r e c e i ve d 
h i s  BA  f r o m  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  o f  V i r g i n i a  i n  20 0 8 
a n d  h i s  M FA  f r o m  Pr a t t  I n s t i t u t e  i n  2015.  H e  i s 
r e p r e s e n t e d  by  Pa zd a  B u t l e r  G a l l e r y  (H o u s t o n) , 
B e r g g r u e n  G a l l e r y  (S a n  Fr a n c i s c o) ,  S o r r y  We ’r e 
C l o s e d  G a l l e r y  (B r u s s e l s) ,  a n d  SO CO  G a l l e r y 
(C h a r l o t t e) .  Re c e n t  ex h i b i t i o n s  i n c l u d e  Er i c 
F i r e s t o n e  G a l l e r y  (N Y ) ;  B e r g g r u e n  G a l l e r y  (C A) ; 
S t u d i o  C r o mi e  ( I t a l y) ;  J o s h  Pa zd a  H i r a m  B u t l e r 
G a l l e r y  ( T X ) ;  SO CO  G a l l e r y  (C h a r l o t t e)  a n d 
S o r r y  We ’r e  C l o s e d  (B r u s s e l s) .  H i s  wo r k  h a s  b e e n 
w r i t t e n  a b o u t  i n  T h e  N e w  Yo r k  T i m e s ,  A r t f o r um , 
T h e  B r o o k l y n  R a i l ,  V i c e ,  M aa ke  M aga z i n e , 
A r t D a i l y,  N e w  A m e r i c a n  Pa i n t i ng s ,  B l o u i n  A r t i n f o , 
A r t M a ze  M aga z i n e ,  J u x t ap oz  M aga z i n e ,  A r t i l l e r y 
M aga z i n e ,  G la s s t i r e  a n d  H y p e r a l l e r g i c  a n d 
o t h e r s .  H i s  wo r k  i s  i n c l u d e d  i n  p ub l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e 
c o l l e c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  W i l l i a m s  C o l l e g e 
M u s e u m  o f  A r t ,  t h e  U n i ve r s i t y  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  S a n t a 
B a r b a r a  M u s e u m  o f  A r t ,  t h e  O l d  J a i l  A r t  C e n t e r, 
t h e  M u s e u m  o f  F i n e  A r t s  H o u s t o n ,  a n d  t h e 
N a t i o n a l  G a l l e r y  o f  A r t .  K l e b e r g  l i ve s  a n d  wo r k s 
i n  S a n  A n t o n i o,  T X .



MAT T KLEBERG
Tapes tr y (Guess Who),  2026
oils t ick on c anvas
75 x 60 inches
$ 35,000



MAT T KLEBERG
Tapes tr y (Guess Who),  2026



MAT T KLEBERG
Tapes tr y (Out of  Here) ,  2026
oils t ick on c anvas
75 x 60 inches
$ 35,000





MAT T KLEBERG
Frame (Peace Out) ,  2026
oils t ick on c anvas
42 x 34 inches
SOLD





MAT T KLEBERG
Frame (Gonzo) ,  2026
oils t ick on paper
42 x 34 inches
SOLD



MAT T KLEBERG
Frame (Long Gone),  2026
oils t ick on c anvas
42 x 34 inches
$ 18,000





MAT T KLEBERG
Frame (Who’s There?) ,  2026
oils t ick on c anvas
42 x 34 inches
$ 18,000



MAT T KLEBERG
Frame (See Ya) ,  2026
oils t ick on c anvas
19.5 x 16.5 inches
SOLD



MAT T KLEBERG
Frame (See Ya) ,  2026



MAT T KLEBERG
Frame (Fl ipside) ,  2026
oils t ick on c anvas
19.5 x 16.5 inches
SOLD





MAT T KLEBERG
Unti t led (Homage to Bror Ut ter) ,  2026
oils t ick on paper 
8.5 x 6 .25 inches,  each
10.5 x 8 .25 inches f ramed, each
ON RESERVE





MAT T KLEBERG
Unti t led (Studies in Framing),  2026
oils t ick on paper 
8.5 x 6 .25 inches,  each
$ 25,000 
unf ramed



F O R  S A L E S  P L E A S E  C O N T A C T
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