FRIEZE NEW YORK | BOOTH B4
MAY 13 - 17, 2026-

48| 52 Walker Street: ¥ ) ‘o
New York, NY 10013




aImes

Cohan

Kelly Sinnapah Mary

FRIEZE NEW YORK | BOOTH B4
MAY 13 - 17, 2026

For the 2026 edition of Frieze New York at The Shed, James Cohan is pleased to present a solo booth of new
work by Kelly Sinnapah Mary. The fair is open to the public from May 14 through May 17, with an invite-only
preview on Wednesday, May 13.

Sinnapah Mary will debut new paintings from the series Violette’s Garden, a continuation of her series The
Book of Violette. For this presentation Sinnappah Mary has created a familial garden with hand painted
walls echoing the works on canvas. The figure of the artist’s grandmother, Violette, emerges through these
paintings— a ghostly yet central matriarchal presence and guardian of heritage. Throughout the works,
domestic architectures and interiors emerge as permeable spaces where personal and collective memory
converge, and where the boundaries between the living and the ancestral, the human and the botanic
continually dissolve.

For me landscape is not a backdrop; it is a presence. It observes, contains, and participates. It evokes
a collective memory where figures merge with vegetation, and ancestors persist in other forms. These
compositions evoke the oral transmission of rimed razié: plant-based healing practices passed down from
generation to generation, often outside institutional frameworks. Beyond the garden, | am thinking of the
concept and history of the “plantation plot’, much like the land my grandfather purchased and passed
down through my father. This knowledge is not written: it is ancestral, spoken, tasted, breathed, lived, and
it inscribes the work within a genealogy - Kelly Sinnapah Mary

In Sinnapah Mary’s paintings, figures are woven into the landscape, their faces and hands bearing motifs
drawn from Taino iconography: a visual language of geometric and symbolic forms developed by the
Indigenous peoples of the Caribbean. Functioning as inscription rather than ornament, these markings
evoke a precolonial memory that persists within the body despite historical rupture. As a form of non-linear
writing, the motifs mark, connect, and transmit, rendering the body as a surface where ancestral heritage,
family history, and lived experience intersect.

The series is animated by recurring figures such as Sanbras, Plant Girl, and the chimeric children who take
on mutable roles and expand the boundaries of relational identity, thus resonating with the concepts of
Edouard Glissant and Suzanne Cesaire. For Glissant, identity emerges through relation and transformation
rather than from a fixed origin, whereas for Cesaire, the Caribbean imagination disrupts imposed forms
of culture by mobilizing the marvelous as a mode of knowledge rather than an avenue of escape. These
intertwined intellectual currents inform Sinnapah Mary’s conception of painting as a living archive: one in
which land, memory, and ancestry remain in a state of continuous transformation.

PRIVATE VIEW LINK


https://privateviews.artlogic.net/2/64f30c1c4cfbf63fdd97bf/
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The Sacred Garden, 2026
Acrylic on canvas
Polyptych

63 5/8 x151.9in

161.6 x 386 cm

$130,000

VIEW ARTWORK DETAILS



https://privateviews.artlogic.net/2/64f30c1c4cfbf63fdd97bf/35036/1
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Violette’s Garden: The Conversation, 2026
Acrylic on tapestry

94 x65in

238.8 x165.1cm

$95,000

VIEW ARTWORK DETAILS


https://privateviews.artlogic.net/2/64f30c1c4cfbf63fdd97bf/35032/1
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Violette’s Garden: My Father’s Shoes, 2026
Acrylic on canvas

Diptych

455/8 x 63 3/4 in

115.9 x 161.9 cm

$65,000

VIEW ARTWORK DETAILS


https://privateviews.artlogic.net/2/64f30c1c4cfbf63fdd97bf/35033/1




Violette’s Garden: The Spirit, 2026
Acrylic on canvas

47 x 47 in

119.5x119.5 cm

$55,000

VIEW ARTWORK DETAILS



https://privateviews.artlogic.net/2/02ff8205bf486c04d5a630/34862/1
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Violette’s Garden: Sur Ma Langue, 2026
Acrylic on canvas

47 x 47 in

119.5x119.5 cm

$55,000

VIEW ARTWORK DETAILS


https://privateviews.artlogic.net/2/64f30c1c4cfbf63fdd97bf/35035/1




aImcs

Cohan

Violette’s Garden: Ellias, 2026
Acrylic on canvas

255/8 x211/4in

65 x 54 cm

SOLD

VIEW ARTWORK DETAILS



https://privateviews.artlogic.net/2/02ff8205bf486c04d5a630/34863/1
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Violette’s Garden: The Bouquet, 2026
Acrylic on canvas

181/8x15in

46x 38 cm

$20,000

VIEW ARTWORK DETAILS


https://privateviews.artlogic.net/2/64f30c1c4cfbf63fdd97bf/35239/1
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Violette’s Garden: Desirade, 2026
Acrylic on canvas

181/8 x15in

46 x 38 cm

$20,000

VIEW ARTWORK DETAILS


https://privateviews.artlogic.net/2/64f30c1c4cfbf63fdd97bf/35238/1
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About the Artist

Kelly Sinnapah Mary (b. 1981, Guadeloupe) holds a
degree in visual art from Toulouse University. Her work
has been shown both in Guadeloupe and internationally
at institutions including Aicon Gallery, New York, NY;
Kunstinstituut Melly, Rotterdam, Netherlands; Perez Art
Museum Miami, Miami, FL; IDB Gallery, Washington, DC;
Osage Foundation, Hong Kong, and the 34th Bienal de Sao
Paulo, Brazil. In Spring 2027, Sinnapah Mary will be the
subject of a survey exhibition co-organized by Americas
Society and The Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum. She
has been featured in major group exhibitions including
The Earth, The Fire, The Water and The Winds: For a
Museum of Errantry with Edouard Glissant, at Instituto
Tomie Ohtake, Sao Paulo, Brazil; Non-Residency, at Jaipur
Centre for Art, Jaipur, India, both in 2025; Surrealism and
Us: Caribbean and African Diasporic Artists since 1940, at
the Modern Museum of Fort Worth, TX, in 2024; everything
slackens in a wreck, curated by Andil Gosine, at the Ford
Foundation Gallery, New York, in 2022, and Very Small
Feelings at the Kiran Nadar Museum of Art, New Delhi,
India, in 2023. She was awarded the inaugural CPGA-Villa
Albertine Etant Donnes Prize at Art Basel Miami Beach in
2025,

Learn more


https://www.jamescohan.com/artists/kelly-sinnapah-mary

FRIEZE NEW.YORK | BOOTH B4
VIEW PRICE LISFT

48| 52 Walker Street: ¥ ) ‘o
New York, NY 10013



https://privateviews.artlogic.net/2/64f30c1c4cfbf63fdd97bf/

